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Response to Comments of Bob Link, Mayor, City of Visalia, August 30, 2004 (Letter AL066) 

AL066-1 
Please see standard response 6.15.4 and standard response 6.21.1.  
Please also refer to Chapter 6A of the Final Program EIR/EIS. 

AL066-2 
Please see standard response 3.15.13 in regards to the level of detail 
of a program EIR/EIS.  Section 1.1 of the Final EIR/EIS describes the 
program level process.  Explaining how future project specific studies 
would be financed is beyond the scope of this program EIR/EIS 
process.  The Authority is developing an implementation plan to 
address future steps leading to an operational system.  A draft 
implementation plan was made available for public review in early to 
mid 2005.  A critical path diagram would be highly speculative and is 
neither required nor particularly useful at this point in the process to 
address all activities projected through 2020.     

AL066-3 
Acknowledged.  HST alignment options to the west and east of State 
Route 99 that would bypass Central Valley communities were 
considered but rejected as part of the screening evaluation.  Please 
see Section 2.6.9 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS.  Application of 
trench concepts throughout Central Valley communities would result 
in considerably higher capital costs, and would not otherwise 
substantially alter the program level evaluation of potential impacts 
and conclusions regarding the UP alignment (please see standard 
response 6.15.4).  Along the UP alignment freight activity from 
adjacent industries require that the HST tracks and the freight tracks 
be at different levels.  Greater consideration of such design options 
will occur during the project-level environmental studies, if the 
proposed HST program moves forward.  Please also see Section 3.18 
of the Final Program EIR/EIS which discusses potential construction 
related impacts.   

AL066-4 
See response AL066-3. 

AL066-5 
The potential movement of cargo/freight is addressed in Section 
2.6.3 of the Program EIR/EIS.  Please also see standard responses 
2.7.1 and 2.7.3 and response O016-8A.  A specific scenario for 
goods movement services was not developed and analyzed as part 
of the Program EIR/EIS as this is not a primary purpose of an HST 
system as defined in Chapter 1: Purpose and Need. 

AL066-6 
Acknowledged. 

AL066-7 
Discussion regarding the physical impacts from accelerated physical 
deterioration of State and local public roadways and highways and 
the related fiscal impacts to the State and local budgets should the 
high-speed rail project not go or go forward are beyond the scope of 
this program EIR/EIS process. 

AL066-8 
Acknowledged.  The technical reports concluded (see Sacramento-
Bakersfield Land Use & Planning and Neighborhoods, Property, and 
Environmental Justice Technical Evaluation, January 2004) that the 
BNSF alignment option between Fresno and Tulare would be 
somewhat less compatible than the UP alignment option (“medium” 
incompatibility vs. “low” incompatibility).  However, the Co-lead 
agencies do not believe that differences in land use compatibility are 
major differentiating factors when weighing the choice between the 
UP and BNSF alignment options from Fresno to Bakersfield.  Please 
see standard response 6.15.4. 
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AL066-9 
The Co-lead agencies believe the document clearly identifies where 
the HST alignments run along existing rail right-of-ways.  The 
document also identifies the objective of utilizing existing 
transportation corridors to as great an extent as possible to minimize 
environmental impacts (see Chapter 1 of the PEIR/S).  Section 
3.14.5 “Mitigation Strategies” for floodplains of the Draft PEIR/S 
stated “Where no practical alternative to avoid construction in 
floodplains exists, minimize the footprint of facilities within the 
floodplains, e.g. by use of aerial structures or tunnels” (page 3.14-
18).  The Co-lead agencies do not believe that there are significant 
differences in potential impacts to water resources, wetlands or 
biological resources between the UP and BNSF alignments from 
Fresno to Bakersfield (please see Chapter 6A of the Final EIR/EIS). 

AL066-10 
Summary listings of cultural resources are provided in the cultural 
resources technical reports (Cultural Resources, Historic Architecture, 
and Cultural Resources, Archeology) for each of the HST regions – 
although locations of sensitive archeological resources are not 
contained in the reports.  The technical reports, prepared for five 
regions of the HST project, served as supporting information for the 
Draft PEIR/S.  The reports are available for review on the California 
High Speed Rail Authority website:  

http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/eir/ regional_studies/default.asp, 
and have been incorporated in the Final PEIR/S by reference. 

AL066-11 
The Final Program EIR/EIS has been edited to distinguish between 
city and county for references to Tulare and Fresno. 

AL066-12 
The sensitivity analysis conducted by Charles River Associates is 
documented in the Independent Ridership and Passenger Revenue 
Projections for High Speed Rail Alternatives in California, prepared by 
Charles River Associates, 2000.  This document was referenced 
multiple times in the Draft Program EIR/EIS and is available on the 
Authority’s website (www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov) under “Business 
Plan” (Business Plan Technical Studies). 

AL066-13 
Multifamily residential is a factor in both medium and high 
compatibility impact categories, but at different densities.  The 
medium compatibility impact category includes multifamily densities 
up to 18 units per acre and the high compatibility impact category 
includes densities above 18 units per acre. 
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Response to Comments of Kathy McKeithen, Mayor, Town of Atherton, August 31, 2004 (Letter AL067) 

AL067-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1.  See standard response 6.3.1. 

AL067-2 
To avoid extensive impacts associated with widening the existing 
Caltrain corridor, the HST Alternative is assumed to share tracks with 
Caltrain services between San Jose and San Francisco.  Alternative 
power supply systems (such as third rail) will be considered only to 
the extent that they are compatible with all services that share the 
infrastructure, including commuter rail and freight services.   Visual 
impacts are highly site-specific in nature.  These issues will be 
addressed in much more detail during subsequent project level 
environmental review, based on more precise information regarding 
visual setting and the location of and design options for the facilities 
proposed (e.g., elevated, at-grade, and catenary design features).  
The more detailed engineering associated with project level 
environmental analysis will allow the Authority to further investigate 
ways to avoid, minimize and mitigate potential visual affects.  Once 
the alignment is refined and the facilities are fully defined through 
project level analysis, and after avoidance and minimization efforts 
have been exhausted, specific impacts and mitigation measures will 
be addressed. 

AL067-3 
The PEIR/S level of detail is appropriate for the identification of 
preferred alignment options for the HST Alternative.  However, an 
additional program EIR/EIS is to be prepared addressing the 
Northern Mountain crossing between the Bay Area and Central Valley 
and proposed HST service in the Bay Area (please see standard 
response 6.3.1).  More detailed planning and environmental 
evaluation will be completed following selection of preferred corridor 
alignment options.  Please also see standard response to 3.15.7.  At 
this point in the planning process, it is not possible to determine 
precise right-of-way requirements for specific segments (e.g. on the 

Caltrain alignment through Atherton).  Therefore it is impossible to 
precisely answer the questions in this comment; however, these 
questions would be addressed in the project-level, Tier 2 
environmental evaluations.  Please see standard response 3.15.2 
regarding the general level of detail in the PEIR/S and the 
anticipated future project-level, Tier 2 evaluations. 

AL067-4 
The Final Program EIR/EIS indicates that the proposed rail service 
within the existing Caltrain alignment would have minimal potential 
use of existing 4(f) and 6(f) resources, because the proposed rail 
service would not greatly change the condition or use of the 
corridor.  Specific impacts to historic stations and adjacent parks will 
be addressed during subsequent project level environmental review.  
The detailed engineering associated with the project level 
environmental analysis will allow the Authority to further investigate 
ways to avoid, minimize and mitigate any potential use 4(f) and 6(f) 
resources like those in the Holbrook-Palmer Park area. 

AL067-5 
Greater specificity in alignment location and profile, station designs, 
system access, and control systems is needed in order to be able to 
address the potential impacts on specific public services.  Please 
refer to Section 3.0 of the Final Program EIR/EIS in regards to how 
public services have been addressed in the Program EIR/EIS.  These 
issues will be addressed during subsequent project level 
environmental review, when more precise information will be 
available regarding location and design of the facilities proposed 
(e.g., elevated, at-grade, access locations, station design features, 
fencing type and location, etc.). The detail of engineering associated 
with the project level environmental analysis will allow the Authority 
to identify system requirements and further investigate ways to 
avoid, minimize and mitigate potential affects. 
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AL067-6 
Acknowledged.  Potential EMF/EMI impacts would be analyzed and 
appropriate mitigation identified in the subsequent project level 
environmental review, as summarized in the Program EIR/EIS 
Section 3.6.4 and 3.6.5. 

AL067-7 
As part of ongoing avoidance and minimization efforts, the Authority 
will consider a trenched profile design options for this area during 
subsequent project level environmental review.  The more detailed 
engineering associated with the project level environmental analysis 
will allow the Authority to identify site-specific system requirements 
to better compare the impacts and benefits of these types of design 
variations.   
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Response to Comments of Gary Kendall for Jack P. Broadbent, Executive Officer/APCO, Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District, August 31, 2004 (Letter AL068) 

AL068-1  
Acknowledged. 

AL068-2  
Acknowledged. 

AL068-3  
See standard response 6.3.1 

AL068-4  
For reasons including those stated in your comment, the Authority 
has determined to drop consideration of the station option at Los 
Banos and it is not identified as part of the preferred HST system.  
See standard response 6.11.1. 

AL068-5  
The type of additional screening studies suggested is not appropriate 
at the program level of study, where there is insufficient specificity in 
the location of potential stations, but would be appropriate in future 
project-level studies considering potential station footprints, 
configurations and orientations, local setting, and nearby land uses 
and potentially sensitive receptors.  Please see standard response 
2.1.12.   

AL068-6  

Acknowledged.  Section 3.18 of the Final Program EIR/EIS addresses 
construction methods and the potential for construction impacts in 
general.  In addition, each section of Chapter 3 also outlines specific 
design features that will be applied to the implementation of the HST 
system to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential impacts.   
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